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tapering at the apex, acuminate, with a few + prominent parallel veins near the mid-nerve, 
keeled to narrowly winged. Corolla contorted in aestivation with the petals basally connate 
forming a long narrow tube several times longer than the lobes, withered long persistent but 
sometimes eventually deciduous throwing off most of the tube, white but brownish red at the 
base {fide coll.); tube 4-6mm long, up to 8mm in fruit; lobes + upright, + narrowly ovate to 
elliptic, 1-2 x ca. 0.5mm, acute. Stamens inserted in the tube at a distance below the sinuses; 
filaments very short, lree; anthers not exserted and + cohering to each other in a ring around 
the style, ovate, ca. 0.75 mm long, with a large gland at the apex. Ovary 2-celled with 
numerous ovules on axile placentas. Style filiform, shorter than the capsule, straight, not 
protruding. Stigma entire. 

Fruit a capsule, ovate, 2.5-4 x 2-2.5 mm, about as long as or longer than the calyx, 
attenuate at the apex, coriaceous and septicidally 2-valved; septum partially coriaceous. Seeds 
numerous, minute, angular; testa cells with star-shaped walls. 

Distribution and habitat : Sebaea condensata is distributed along the central plateau ol 

Madagascar but also in the very south of the island, and has been collected from near 

Tananarive in the north to Ambovombe in the south. It grows in open places in sand and has 

been collected on cliffs and river embankments up to 1200 m altitude. Flowering specimens j 
from April to June. 1 

1 

Specimens studied : Croat 32108, Prov. Tulear, along route 13 from Betroka to Jet. with route 10 

near Ihosy, 800-1000m, 1975 (MO); Decary 2707, Ambovombe, 1924 (P); Perrier 12564 , Ambatofinan- 1 

drahana (« Ambatofinandrano »), 1200 m, 1919 (P); 17639 , Tananarive, 1926 (P); 19277. env. d'lhosy, f 
1933 (P). I 


DISCUSSION 

Until now two species ol Sebaea has been recognized in Madagascar, viz. S. brachyphy^ (l 
( ' riseb., a polymorphic taxon also widely spread in continental Africa, and the endemic S. 
madagascariensis Klack. (syn. 5. stricta (Schinz) Schinz, nom. illeg. ; see Klackenberg, 1986). 
However, in the course of preparing the Gentianaceae for the Flore de Madagascar et des 
Comores, it has become evident that the latter species consists of two separate populations. 
One of these is found in the salt marshes near and south of Majunga at the west coast. Th.s 
population includes the type specimen of S. madagascariensis collected by Hildebrandt near 
Marovoay, and hence retains this name. The other population has a fairly wide distribution at 
the central plateau and is sympatric with S. brachyphylla. This taxon of the interior is 
morphologically distinct and here described as a new species, viz. S. condensata . S. condensate 
is allied to S. madagascariensis but differs by its low habit, usually 5-10 cm high compared 1° 
the 20-25 cm high S. madagascariensis. Furthermore, while S’, madagascariensis at each node 
has only one flower, i.e. the top flower, S. condensata is seemingly furnished with two or more 
flowers at each node. This is due to the fact that in S. madagascariensis one (rarely both) 
lateral branch of the cyme is well developed with a long internode forming the continuation o 
the stem while the other is totally suppressed. On the contrary, in S. condensata both lateral 
branches are developed but one of them is condensed bearing the flowers closely set to eat 
other near the node. Sometimes, in S. condensata . at the lower nodes of the inflorescence, hot 
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f ig. 1. -— Sehaea condensata : A, habit x I ; B, flower * 6; C, dissected flower with calyx removed x 6, D, flower in 
fruit with corolla removed; E, anthers * 25; F, known distribution ot S. condensate (®) and S. madagascariensis 

(▼). (A-E, Perrier de la Bathie I2j64, P). 


f the lateral branches are developed into short cymes torming a + confluent inflorescence along 
1 the stem. Furthermore, the capsules ot S. condensata are usually as long as or longer than the 
1 sepal lobes but in S. madagascariensis they are distinctly shorter. 

? Both S. condensata and S. madagascariensis are easily distinguished from S. brachyphylla 

i (in brackets) by their white (yellow) flowers, long and narrow (short and broad) corolla tubes, 
r linear (rounded) leaves, and cubical seeds with star-shaped testa cells (spheroidal to ellipsoidal, 

i rectangular in rows with much protruding cell walls). 

I agree with Marais (1961) followed by Boutique (1972) in lumping into Sebaea R. Br. 

« the two genera Belnionlia E. Meyer and Exochaemum Griseb. S', condensata shows most 
• affinity to the latter taxon. 
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Key to the species of Sebaea in Madagascar 


1. Leaves rounded; corolla yellow with a short and broad tube . S. brachyph\lla 

1'. Leaves linear; corolla white with a long and narrow tube. 

2. Plant usually 20-25 cm high; one flower at each node distantly set and only at the top close to each 

ot jj er . S. madagascariensis 

2'. Plant usually 5-10cm high; two to several flowers close together at each node (top flower plus one 
condensed lateral cyme), or sometimes with several short lateral cymes forming a ± confluent 
inflorescence along the stem. condensata 
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Les formations herbeuses montagnardes 
des monts Nimba (Ouest africain) 

R. SCHNELL 


Resume * La vaste prairie des cretes du Nimba se caracterise surtout par la grande abondance de 
la Graminee Loudetia kagerensis. Des variantes de cette prairie peuvent etre interpreiees en > 
distinguant des groupes ecologiques. L existence de quelques orophytes plaide pour I anciennete 

d espaces non boises ulterieurement tres agrandis par les feux. 

Summary : The main characteristic of the extensive meadows of the crest of the Nimba Moun¬ 
tains is the abundance of the grass Loudetia kagerensis . Some variants can be interpreted m this 
vegetation by recognizing in it several ecological entities. The presence ot orophytic species 
suggests the previous existence ot ancient non-wooded areas, later on much enlarged by fires. 

Raymond Schnell. Laboratoire de Botanique tropicale, Universite Pierre el Marie Curie t Pans 
VI), 12, rue Cuvier, 75005 Paris , France . 


Constituant Tun des plus hauts ensembles montagneux de 1 Ouest africain (1752 m), la 
chaine des monts Nimba, orientee SW-NE, se trouve dans 1 extreme Nord du domaine 


se trouve dans Textreme Nord du domaine 


avec 


1 Ui vollvl r\ 11 UC UvvlUCII v ** k ^ j y ^ 

forets denses et des galeries torestieres. Barriere abrupte, le Nimba participe a cette dualite du 
paysage vegetal : la foret dense (en grande partie secondarisee a la suite de delrichements 
seculaires) couvre ses basses pentes et se prolonge dans le fond des ravins sous forme de 
galeries forestieres d'altitude, generalement elargies en eventail dans leur partie superieure 
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900 metres, est occupe par des formations 
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herbeuses, ayant couramment la structure de savanes ou de prairies. Ce n est qu au voisinage 
de la frontiere liberienne que la crete, plus etroite et exposee aux vents humides, est boisee, les 

forets des deux versants se rejoignant a ce niveau. 

Bon nombre de publications ont ete realisees sur la chaine du Nimba, mais la prairie des 
cretes n'avait fait l'objet que d’une etude tres succincte. L’objet du present travail est d etudier 
la vegetation herbacee des regions superieures de la portion guineenne de la chaine, vers 1600- 
1650 metres d’altitude, en tentant d’analyser ses variantes, dans I’espace et dans le temps. Le 
present article est base non seulement sur nos observations anterieures, mais aussi sur les 

resultats d’une mission effectuee en 1983. 

Nous employons, pour cette vegetation des cretes, le qualificatif de « montagnar 
nous parait valable pour ces regions de 1'Ouest africain, depourvues de tres hauts sommets. 
Cependant, si nous nous platoons a I’echelle de I’Afrique entiere, la vegetation etudiee serait 

plutot a qualifier de « submontagnarde ». 


